FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
equally characteristic picture of White Russia before and after the
Revolution: "White Russia before the Revolution/* he says, "was
a country of mud and forests, of ignorance and superstition. My
own village, Uten, was typical of the other thousands of White
Russian villages. Tumble-down, smoky huts, signs of poverty and
misery everywhere in the streets; fields divided up into small strips,
of which many were situated here and there within the grounds
of the landed estate owners, . . .
"Now Uten has become unrecognizable. We have our big
Kolkhoz 'Bolshevik/ in which work has been lightened by the
use of tractors and other agricultural machinery.
"The buildings of the Kolkhoz have completely changed the face
of the village. We have new homes, a school, club, etc. We have
radio, telephones, cinema. In every home you will find newspapers,
journals, books.
"Life generally has become well-to-do ... we have plenty of
grain, potatoes, fruit, forage for our livestock, as well as money
. . . could I ever have thought of such a life when I worked as
a day labourer for the kulaks and landowners ?
"Our young boys and girls attend school, technical colleges,
and universities. During the last few years some ten young people
from Uten graduated as teachers; six as engineers and six as expert
technicians; five are in leading positions in the Red Army and
every one of us White Russian Kolkhozniks can declare sincerely
and joyfully 1 am a White Russian and am happy and proud to
be a citizen of the U.S.S.R., a member with equal rights of the
great family of peoples united under the flag of the Lenin-Stalin
party.'-
The brief life story of Kalandr Talibekov, now a member of
the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., is characteristic (with the
exception of course of membership of the Supreme Soviet and
certain other details) of all the formerly poor inhabitants of
Tadzhikistan. "I was born," related Talibekov, "in the village
of Rushan (Pamir). My father was a day labourer all his life, and
at eight years of age I was already looking after the sheep and goats
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